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(n this time, when you are crossmy the dee/?esf ocean, the se/oamﬁon tugs at me.
(t wakes we. think you are at the end. of a very lany rope which is being ajz]ed further
and. further from we each day and tied and chewed and knotted. by the waves.

Everyone is falémy about you here. Your names go around. the village like beads,
passing from heouse to house. | wish [ had your courage. [ am half here and. half there,
with you all. ( understand why you had to go. ( hope you can understand why we
can't follow.

We miss you. [ wiss you. [ was laoking at the geese the other day and. then my
cheeks were wet and (d fallen to wy knees. mey remind. we of you as a baby, and
now there you. are at sea with your own babies = my amyels - now amomyst saints and
strangers on a boat of adventurers.

[ heard. there were so many of you, too wmany. ( worry. [ wish there was
a way to 74:{ word. to you sooner and. for you to 9ct word, to us. ( kcep thimkdmy of
wreckings. [ used to be told a story about storms at sea. The thought of it alone
wiakes we feel tilted.

(¢s hard for us to be the ones left behind. [ suppose its /'usf as hard to leave.
Oh but what tales you‘/l have to tell at the fire, what adventure! [ wonder if you‘w
seen a whale? (magine that! Youll feast no doubt, when you can Flamt your seeds in
the new land and. watch them grow taller than you.

it you close your eyes do you still see usC Hear us? | wonder that too.
Me imagining you. imagining we. What's it like? Do write as soon as you can.

( /mzy eery night for your safe passage. (m comforted by thmkm? of all the ways
your life will be better and just how you dreamed. i when this great wyage is behind. you.
(m wondering what you‘l[ have left o hope for once yau're all there and. everything you
hoped is alive in your heart and you have freedom to do the work you were born to do.

Be safe and be you. [ wiss you bc'tfa’ly and. love you ﬁ'erce/y.
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The Mayflower was a ship that
sailed from England to America
400 years ago.
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The Mayflower passengers were people of all
ages, birthplaces, backgrounds and beliefs.
There were many factors involved in their
decisions to join the ship, and we cannot
know for certain what exactly motivated each
of them to travel.

One of the passengers — William Bradford -
wrote their story in his book Of Plimoth
Plantation. He explains that nearly half of
them had been living in Leiden in Holland.
Their reasons for leaving included concerns
about money, aging, worries about their
children and wanting to ‘advance their
gospel’. Bradford calls them ‘saints’. He refers
to others on board as ‘strangers’.

The ‘strangers’ began their journey in London,
although they came from all over England.
We don’t know their individual reasons for
leaving, but a few had been in trouble with
the Church of England and one had been to
America before. Many, perhaps, just wanted

new lives.

We will never know exactly why each
passenger left, but no matter what their
motivations were, they left everything they
knew behind, and risked a dangerous journey
(which, after multiple problems, ended up
taking them 66 days) in order to make a fresh
start in a new country.

Only half of the passengers and half of the
crew would survive their first year in
America. Many died of disease and exposure.
The survivors were supported by the
Wampanoag people. They, the People of the
First Light, had lived in this part of America
for 10,000 years. The Wampanoag taught the
new arrivals to farm - and to survive.

Should the passengers have made the
journey? What was the impact on them -
and the people they met?
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The Care Package Project is managed by Made By Katie Green as part of
The Imagination Museum: Mayflower 400 project, a dance/heritage project developed with
communities that are significant to the stories of the Mayflower passengers,
designed to bring those stories to life in a new way.

It has been created collaboratively by choreographer Katie Green, writer Anna Selby,
workshop designer Ruth Pigott and designers Root Studio, with additional writing and
consultation from Jo Loosemore. Thanks also to all our partners
for their support in making sure these Packages reach you safely.
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